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EU-African University Network to strengthen
community-based micro health insurance

Gerald Leppert

Introduction to Pro MHI Africa
Presentation of Workshop Agenda

Pro MHI Africa “Pro MHI Africa” is kindly funded by the ACP-EU Cooperation Programme in Higher Education (EDULINK). A programme
of the ACP Group of States with the financial assistance of the European Union. This document has been produced with the financial assistance 
of the European Union. The contents of this document are the sole responsibility of the University of Cologne and can under no circumstances be 
regarded as reflecting the position of the European Union.
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1. Pro MHI Africa – University Network

2. Workshop Agenda

Outline:
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University of 
Botswana, 
Faculty of 
Business

University of Ghana,
ISSER institute 

University of 
Malawi, 
Department of 
Economics

University of Cologne
Department for 
Cooperative Studies

Pro MHI Africa – EU-African University Network

Germany, Cologne Botswana, Gaborone

Ghana, Legon Malawi, Zomba
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Pro MHI Africa – International Project Team
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Joint project planning
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What are the main goals of Pro MHI Africa?

Research: Improve knowledge about functioning of 
micro health insurance in Africa

Linking research to practice: Partnerships with
microfinance and micro health insurance schemes.

Evidence-based Curriculum: Building capacities
among university students and micro health insurance
stakeholders
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West Gonja District District Wide Mutual
Health Insurance Scheme, Ghana

Research
• Extensive comparative  

household survey

• Qualitative Research
• Handbook of MHI
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Evidence-based Curriculum

• Training material for micro 
health insurance units

• University 
curriculum
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Evidence-based Curriculum

• Training material for micro 
health insurance units

• University 
curriculum

Available soon on the website: www.microhealthinsurance-africa.org

Licenced under the
Creative Commons 3.0 by-sa Licence
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The project Pro MHI Africa and its research sites
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- Specific status as rated as a „middle-income“ 
country 

- Quite satisfying public health care system, but still demand for
alternative health care financing through micro health insurance, i.e. 
in rural areas

- High HIV/AIDS prevalence
- Recently only one micro health insurance scheme:
- => The Itekanele medic aid scheme

Botswana
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• Strong tradition of mutual health insurance schemes 
existing since almost twenty years

• Since 2004 the National Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS) is 
operating, based on former MHOs or newly established district 
mutual health insurance schemes (number: 145)

• Although high coverage up to 60% (2009) still managerial and 
technical problems as well as issues in administration

• Very poor are still not effectively covered 
from the NHIS

Ghana
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• Government guarantees universal access and coverage 
through public health care system, but many problems are 
existing, e.g. in waiting times, availability of quality health care 
providers and drugs, increasing private health care sector

• No micro health insurance for the moment, only other 
microfinance services are provided

• Several microfinance institutions are preparing the set up of 
Micro Health Insurance.

Malawi 
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– Platform for exchange of knowledge
– Topics:

– Community sensitization and social marketing
– Innovative mechanisms: Premium payment in-kind and 

identification of paupers/indigents.

– Some results of the project Pro MHI Africa
– Discussion: the role of DMHIS in the NHIS: Status 

Quo and Developments

What are the goals of this
workshop?
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11h-11:30h  
Welcoming Note (Dr. Gertrude A. Owusu)
Introduction of Agenda (Gerald Leppert)
Video presentation

11:30-13:30h

Preliminary results from “Pro MHI Africa” in Ghana
1. The NHIS: Introduction, Attitudes, and Access 

(Dr. Gertrude A. Owusu, University of Ghana)
2. Some conclusions from the Household Survey 

(Philipp Degens, University of Cologne)
3. Possibility of In-kind premium payments 

(Gerald Leppert, University of Cologne)

13:30-14:30h Lunch break

Workshop Agenda (1)
Fri, 26th of March 2010 
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14:30-16:30h  

Integration and identification of indigents in MHI: 
Learning from experiences in Cameroon? (Mildred 
Kongla Njamnsi, Northwest Special Fund for Health, 
Cameroon)

16:30-17:15h

Sensitization and community participation:
1. The importance of communities (Dr. Andreas 

Grüb, GneMHO)
2. Enhancing enrolment: Insurance education and 

sensitization (Mildred Kongla Njamnsi, 
Northwest Special Fund for Health, Cameroon)

17:15-17:30h Coffee/Tea break

Workshop Agenda (2)
Fri, 26th of March 2010 
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17:30-19:00h  

Discussion: The role of DMHIS in the NHIS: 
Status quo and developments

Gabriel Amoako (NHIA)
Peter Awidi (Dangme West)
John Kipo Kaara (West Gonja)

After 
workshop Dinner. You are invited!

Workshop Agenda (3)
Fri, 26th of March 2010
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Thank you very much for your attention!
We hope that you enjoy the workshop!

Contact:
gerald.leppert@uni-koeln.de

www.microhealthinsurance-africa.org
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